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my Garuda". Saying this, He let loose the discus and the mace.
Paundraka was cut to pieces by the discus and he fell on the
ground. Perumal then cut off the head of the Paundraka and
the head of the ruler of Kasi was shot into the city of Kasi. The
people wondered how this happened. Then they learnt that the
king has been slain by Krishna. The King's son then prayed
to Sankara. Pleased with his worship, Sankara appeared before
the prince of Kasi.   The prince asked for the boon that the
mystic spirit of Siva should slay Krishna, the murderer of his
father. Sankara granted the wish. Suddenly a formidable flame
with fiery radiance streaming out her hair, arose. "She" was the
"spirit" which was invoked to destroy Krishna. She was deputed
to Dwaraka. On sighting that horrible demoness the people of
Dwaraka were struck with terror, appealed for protection to the
slayer of Madhu, refuge of all the worlds. Krishna realised that
this fiend had been created by the son of the king of Kasi through
the worship of the deity whose emblem is the bull.  Perumal
ordered the Discus to kill this dreadful creature whose tresses
were plaited flames. Immediately, Sudarsana entered the field.
He attacked the fiend. The fiend was terrified at the might of
Sudarsana. The creation of Maheswara fled from the scene and
ran to Varanasi. It was chased by the discus of Vishnu. The
King of Kasi as well as the attendant dignitaries of Siva armed
with various weapons marched out to attack the discus.  But
the Sudarsana with his radiance set fire to the city in which the
magic power of Siva had concealed herself. Thus, was Varanasi
burnt with all its princess and their followers, its inhabitants,
elephants, horses, men, graneries, houses, palaces and markets.
The city was covered with flames by the discus of Hari and was
destroyed. The discus still blazing fiercely returned to the hands
of Vishnu who calmed it down.
Sudarsana and the Story of Ambarisha:
Ambarisha was a great devotee of the Lord. He was also
a very powerful wealthy emperor who had the seven continents
under his control. But yet he was not spoilt by such wealth.
He looked upon his prosperity as an evanescent piece of mud.
He gave his mind entirely to the lotus feet of Krishna. All his
time was spent in worshipping the Perumal and listening to the